
 

 

 

 

 

 

MAGNOLIA LUTHERAN CHURCH 

December 20, 2020 

10am 
Advent 4 

 

Prelude Of the Father’s Love Begotten Charles Callahan 

Welcome and Introductions 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Kyrie Eleison 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of 

the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here 

their worship and praise, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to 

the words of your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify 

to your light; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 



Scripture Readings 

First Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

1
Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him 

rest from all his enemies around him, 
2
the king said to the prophet Nathan, 

“See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a 

tent.” 
3
Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the 

LORD is with you.” 
4
But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 

5
Go and 

tell my servant David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a 

house to live in? 
6
I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the 

people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a 

tent and a tabernacle. 
7
Wherever I have moved about among all the people 

of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, 

whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have 

you not built me a house of cedar?” 
8
Now therefore thus you shall say to 

my servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from the 

pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 
9
and 

I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your 

enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the 

name of the great ones of the earth. 
10

And I will appoint a place for my 

people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, 

and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as 

formerly, 
11

from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; 

and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LORD 

declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. 
16

Your house and 

your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be 

established forever. 

Holy Words, Holy Wisdom. Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading: Romans 16:25-27 

25
Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and 

the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the 

mystery that was kept secret for long ages 
26

but is now disclosed, and 

through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, 

according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the 

obedience of faith—
27

to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom 

be the glory forever! Amen. 

Holy Words, Holy Wisdom. Thanks be to God. 



Gospel: Luke 1:46b-55 

Before the reading: Glory to you, O Lord! 

46
 And Mary

[a]
 said, 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47

 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48

 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49

 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

and holy is his name. 
50

 His mercy is for those who fear him 

from generation to generation. 
51

 He has shown strength with his arm; 

he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
52

 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

and lifted up the lowly; 
53

 he has filled the hungry with good things, 

and sent the rich away empty. 
54

 He has helped his servant Israel, 

in remembrance of his mercy, 
55

 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

After the reading: Praise to you, O Christ! 

Homily 

Special Music My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness Anne Krentz Organ 

Flute, Olivia Simonson 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 

worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201%3A46-55&version=NRSV&fen-NRSV-24932a


Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and 

cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved you with our whole hearts; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 

in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 

sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 

Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 

son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen.

Children’s Sermon – Topic: Nativity and Shepherds 

Announcements

Sending Blessing 

Postlude People, Look East J. Wayne Kerr
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Financial Update 
Through November 2020 

*Income — $284,104

Expenses—$292,100

*Includes some prepaid pledges

Please Remember 

In Prayer 

Daniel Meloy 

Linda Kellenberger 

Dave Larson 

Brian Rowse, DVM (cousin of the Backmans) 

Don Goertzen 

Erika Simonson 

Josephine Wright (mother of LuAnn Mitchell) 

Family of Kevin Beneke (brother-in-law of Barb Heinen) 

Family of Bob McIntosh Pauline McIntosh 

Vickie Edmondson 

Family of Nina Steidl 

Family of Helen Kack 

Family of J.J. Rentel 

Family of William Olden 

Family of Barbara Munro 

Samantha Scheiber 

Gudrun Brown (friend of Alice Pease) 
Brian Reierson and Julia Christianson (recovering 

from car accident) 

Family of Julia Thorsness (sister of Celeste Stubbs) 

If you wish to add someone to the prayer 

list, please contact the church office. 

206-284-0155

parishadmin@magnolialutheranchurch.com 

Congregation 

Council 2020-2021 

Council Officers: 

President -- Serena Severance 

Vice President -- Dave Heinen 

Secretary-- Bob Bergeron 

Treasurer -- Dwight Dively 

Financial Secretary-- Alice Pease 

Contact council officers at 

council@magnolialutheran 

church.com 

Council members: 

The year listed is when the 

member’s term ends, in June. 

Mike Olden (2022) 
Property Committee 

Robert Bergeron (2023) 

Columbarium Committee 

Serena Severance (2020) 

Finance Committee 

Women of the ELCA 

Olivia Massimiano (2023) 

Outreach 

Stewardship Committee 

Bob Bergeron (2022) 

Stewardship Committee 

Dave Heinen (2021) 

Audit Committee 

Nominating Committee 

Bob Zierman (2023) 

Social Action Committee 
Kimberly Milham (2023) 

Fellowship Committee 

Women of the ELCA 

Deborah Ramsey (2021) 
Faith Formation 

Fellowship Committee 

Kay Thoreson (2021) 
Personnel Committee 

Worship & Music Committee 
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Additional Ways to Give 
 

We are pleased to let you know that we have two additional ways to give! First, 
you will notice that there is a QR code printed on this page. A QR code is a 
quick- response bar code that can be scanned by your cell phone's QR reader or 
camera, and re-direct you to a website. Just open your camera and point it at 
the code, then open the link it gives you on your screen. Our QR code will take 
you directly to the MLC giving platform. Secondly, MLC now has a PayPal 
account! 
The "PayPal" link is on our giving homepage, and will allow you to give directly 
to the church and other organizations that MLC sponsors, and is another option 
for setting up recurring payments. If you have any questions about these two 
giving options, please let us know! 

You can send an email to Nancy at 
parishadmin@magnolialutheranchurch.com. 
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Our Core Values 

 All are welcome here. 

 Everybody does something. 

 There is no minimum or 

maximum age for ministry. 

 This is a safe place for all 

God’s children. 

 We are good stewards of 

God’s creation. 

Pastor — Kevin Bates 

Director of Music Ministry — Ann Simonson 

Parish Administrator — Nancy Searle 

Caretaker — Mara Meloy 

Nursery Attendant — Diana Frederich 

Ministers —All the Baptized Children of God 
 

Live Stream Production — Evan Kelly, Mark Kelly and Aaron Stevens 
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